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I remember clearly the evening I first met Tory Parsons. I was attending 
the reception on the Louisiana State University campus during the 1977 
Southeastern Conference on Combinatorics, Graph Theory and Computing and 
overheard someone talking about circulant graphs. I promptly introduced myself 
and found that I was talking to someone named Tory Parsons. After a short time 
it was apparent that we had several common interests. Since this was the time he 
was spending a sabbatical year at Stanford, he was on the West Coast, not all that 
far from Burnaby, and I invited him to come north for a visit. 
He came to Bumaby for one week in June of that same year. Shortly before 
Tory arrived, I began to worry that this person I barely knew was about to show 
up and that we might discover we had little to say to each other. It could have 
been an awkward week. I need not have worried as it turned out to be a 
positively exhilarating visit. The pattern of the week established itself early. This 
was a time I was playing serious softball so that Tory came to the games after 
which we would join the team in the pub for a few beers. We would get back to 
my place about midnite, whereupon we would start doing mathematics. We 
would work until three or four in the noming in a state of heightened 
excitement. During the week we worked out a proof of the theorem that two 
circulants on pq vertices, p and q distinct primes, with respective symbols S and 
S’ are isomorphic if and only if there is a unit a in Zp4 such that S’ = as. 
It is a week that I look back upon with great fondness. It was the beginning 
of a fine friendship with Tory and his family. I also saw the personal 
characteristics that endeared him to many people. He was kind, considerate, 
honest and thoroughly enjoyed many facets of life. People felt comfortable being 
with him, 
By the end of that first week we spent together, he was missing his family and 
anxious to get home to them. Later, when I met his wife Noelle and their twin 
sons Craig and Russell, it was obvious that this was a family that enjoyed each 
other immensely. Tory was devoted to all of them and in spite of all the energy he 
put into his work and mathematical research, he spent a lot of time in family 
oriented activities. Part of the reason he made the move to Chico was because of 
the great enjoyment his family derived from the outdoor life of Northern 
California. People who spent time with them were struck by the warm and caring 
atmosphere in the Parsons home. 
Another characteristic he had was a high level of activity when working on 
research. I was constantly amazed at how much he would already have in written 
form on the day following a session of talking about a problem. Xis energy alone 
was sufficient to keep progress going on any project. The se of us who 
collaborated with him certainly enjoyed it. 
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For those of us who knew him, our lives are richer because of it. He will be 
missed. 
Brian ALSPACH 
Tcrrrence D. Parsons 
March 7, 1941, Lock Haven, PA-April 2, 1987, Chico, CA 
In Spring I987 the mathematical commu ity at large suffered a severe loss. After 
his usual IQ-mile run Tory Parsons’ heart quite unexpectedly ceased to beat. At 
that time I was on sabbatical visiting Tory in Chico. 
He used to say “I find it a rare privilege to be paid for doing something I 
enjoy - teaching and creating mathematics”. He was not only devoted to 
research, he was also a passionate teacher and outstanding lecturer. He 
meticulously planned his lectures. When I recently went through his notes that he 
had prepared for a talk, I noticed that he even planned in advance which parts of 
the blackboard to erase at various stages of his lecture. 
What I admire most was Tory’s sense of balance. Although committed to 
mathematics he would never neglect his family and friends. He was one of those 
human beings who are able to make more friends than enemies. What is more 
surprising is that he was able to maintain sincere friendship with people who were 
not at all friends to each other. 
Tory was an international mathematician in the best sense of the word. He 
cooperated with mathematicians throughout the world. His total lack of prejudice 
and firm moral standards together with his mathematical excellence brought him 
sincere respect and appreciation in the international mathematical community. 
I never had a chance of thanking Tory for his continuous moral and other 
support that he was providing for his American and international friends. I owe 
him sincere thanks for helping me ten years ago at Pennsylvania State when I was 
a graduate student in Computer Science, for his coming to Ljubljana in 1981 as 
my Thesis Advisor to my Thesis defence, for his invaluable help in organizing the 
Dubrovnik School in Algebraic and Topological Graph Theory in 1985 and above 
all for ten years of mathematical collaboration, in particular in 1978-1979 at 
Penn State, 1985 in Yugoslavia and 1986-1987 in Chico, not to mention 
all the hikes and get-togethers that our families enjoyed so much. 
I am glad to learn that Tory is remembered by both universities that he was 
engaged with in the professional part of his life. The California State University 
at Chico has established the Tory Parsons Scholarship Fund for helping promising 
undergraduate mathematics majors while the Pennsylvania State University is 
raising money for the Tory Parsons MIemorial Fund to be used for prizes for 
outstanding PhD theses. 
Let me repeat here what I heard already and what many of those who knew 
would agree with. Our lives would be much poorer if we had not known Tory 
Parsons. 
Tom& PISANSIU 
Universa v Ljubljani 
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In memory of Torrence D. 
Tory Parsons came to Princeton University from Swarthmore College in 1963 
with N.S.F. and Woodrow Wilson fellowships. In 1964-65 he worked with me in 
a seminar on Pivotal Algebra and prepared the mimeographed notes. This led to 
his dissertation, ‘“A combinatorial approach to convex quadratic programming”, 
which gained him the Ph.D. in June 1966. That same month he married Noelle 
Morrison, a student at nearby Douglass College, who was keenly interested in 
piano and choral music. 
Tory was an Instructor in Mathematics at Princeton for the period 1966-69, 
associated with me in teaching and research. In 1967-68 he taught my courses 
while I was on leave and filled in for the Assistant Dean of the Graduate School, 
also on leave. At a 1969 N.S.F. Summer Institute on the campus of Bowdoin 
College, Maine, Tory joined me in teaching Games and Programs to high school 
mathematics teachers. We wrote two joint papers, “Reduced matrices of graphs” 
(1970) and “Hybrid programs; linear and least-distance” (1971). 
In 1969, Tory became an Assistant Professor of Mathematics at the Penn- 
sylvania State University, near his parental home in Cock Haven, Pennsylvania. 
(His father had been President of Lock Haven State College.) A year later, his 
twin sons, Craig and Russell, were born. 
Tory was always justly popular with staff and students. His clear thinking, 
initiative, enthusiasm, and thoroughness impressed everyone. His sudden passing 
at the prime of an abundant life is indeed a grievous loss for us all. 
A.W. TUCKER 
